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SUBSTANCE + 
OF THE 


REPORT 


OF TuR 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


IHE DirecToRs have thought it proper 

to call the preſent Court with the view 
of laying before the Proprietors the account 
which they have received of a calamity which 
has been ſuſtained by the Colony at SIERRA 
LEONE, through the depredations made by a 
French Squadron, which has very lately and 
unexpectedly appeared in that quarter. The 
Directors will lay before the Court a detailed 
account of the chief occurrences which paſſed 
from day to day during the period to which 
they allude; they will add ſome general 
obſervations made by their Governor and 
Council. ſome weeks after the calamity ; and 
they will then mention the ſteps which 

the Directors have already taken, or are pro- 
A2 
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ceeding to take, in order to relieve the. ſuf- 
—— of their ſervants, and in order to put 
their eſtabliſhment on that footing which may 
ſtill afford the means of accompliſhing the 
great objects of this inſtitution ; and which 
may at the ſame time accord with the preſent 
circumſtances of the Company. 


“On the 27th September, 1794, late in the 
evening, ſome alarm was excited in the Colony 
by the firing of two heavy guns at ſea. After an 
anxious night, on the 28th, as ſoon as it was 
light, the Company's ſervants were able to 
count ſeven or eight fail, and could diſtinguiſh 
the Engliſh colours in * all. About nine 
o'clock they could diſcern that the fleet con- 
ſiſted of one two-decker, ſeveral large armed 
ſhips, and two armed brigs. It was agreed, that 
if they ſhould prove enemies, reſiſtance to ſuch 
ſuperior force would only be an idle waſte of 
lives, and that it might alſo render the 
terms of capitulation leſs favourable. It was 
then conſidered whether an attempt ſhould 
be made to fave any part of the Company's 
property: to this meaſure. the objeCtions 
were, Firſi, that there was little probability 
of having the buildings preſer ved, unleſs the 
Company's ſervants ſhould remain on the 
ſpot; and it was obvious that they could 
not remain with ſafety if it ſhould be known 
that any property was ſecreted. Secondly, that 
no veſſels could be employed in the re- 
moval at goods, as all their motions could. 


now 
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now be ſeen, ſince the fleet was already com- 


ing in. Thirdly, that ſince the property muſt 
be delivered to a number of individuals, in 
order to its removal, there would be great 
diffieulty in recovering it; and that the chances 


were very much in favour of its being an 
Engliſh fleet, in which caſe the removal 


vould be productive of nothing but. loſs: 
the wind alſo was at this time fair; the tide 
flowing; and there was hardly time either for 
deliberation or execution. In about half an 
hour ſome men in one of the frigates were 
ſeen pointing a gun into the piazza of the 


Governor's houſe; and the ſhot began flying 
over the town in a few minutes after,— 


The colours were immediately ſtruck, and a 
flag of truce was held out ; but the firing ſtill 


continued, ſeveral grape and muſquet ſhot 


falling into the piazza. It appears that a 
black child was killed, and two black ſettlers 
were ſeverely wounded. . © -- 

The French, after they had been hailed 


and aſſured that the Colony had ſurrendered, 
deſiſted from firing. Soon after ten o'clock 


they began to land, and a ſervant of the Com- 
pany was at the ſame time ſent to invite the 
commanding officer to the Governor's houſe. 
A number of Frenchmen were found to have 
already entered into the great ſtore, as well 
as two principal houſes, where they were 
already pillaging and deſtroying whatſoever 
they met with. The officer was too much 
engaged to attend to the invitation imme- 


AZ diately ; 
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diately ; but one Newell, an American Slave 
Captain, (who had before had a difpute with 
the Governor, and who had piloted the 
French veſſels into the river) being attended 
by half a dozen Frenchmen, came to the 
Governor's houſe, almoſt foaming with rage, 
preſented a piſtol to the Governor, and with 
many oaths demanded inftant ſatisfaction.— 
The Governor anſwered, that ſince he was 
no longer maſter of his own actions, the Slave 
Captain muſt now tale ſuch ſatisfaction as he 


Judged equivalent to his claims. This man 


afterwards became ſo outrageous, that the 
Governor thought it prudent to requeſt from 
the French — a ſafe conduct on board the 
'Commodore's ſhip, which was granted; and 
he alfo defired to have a guard for his own 
houſe, which the officer profeſſed. an inten- 
tion to give. 

The Governor, when he was on board the 
French ſhip, expreſſed to the Captain his 
'furpriſe "at the proceedings which had taken 
place, and obſerved, in civil terms, that he 
had hoped to find in Frenchmen a generous 
enemy; but that on the contrary the Colony 
had been dealt with in a manner which he 
believed was unuſual, except in places taken 
by ſtorm. The firſt words ſpoken by the 
Captain were, Have you removed any 
property? The Governor aſſured him he 
had not. Be careful, returned he, of 
what you ſay to me; for if I ſhall find after 
e * You have removed any thing, I ſhall 
„ make 
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make you ſuffer, and there ſhall not be a 1 
left in yl place. The Goyetnor.repeated 
his aſſurance: on which he was told tò make 
himſelf eaſy, ſince all farther pillage ſhould 
be prevented. I he Captain however would 
make no written engagement; and he Jdaid 
in the ſame breath, that if the ſeamen and 
ſoldiers were diſpoſed. to. plunder, he could 
not prevent them. He alſo added, that it was 
his intention to burn every houſe in the place 
belonging to ZEnglibmen. The Governor 
made uſe of many arguments in order to 
diſſuade him, and alſo repreſented the nature 
of the Eſtabliſnment in 1 a manner as 
ſeemed likely to intereſt his feelings; but it 
was all; to no purpoſe: Newell, the American 
Slave Captain, who was joined by another 
American, a Slave Trader, of the name of 
Mariner, appearing to have prejudiced the 
minds of the French, the Governor endea- 
voured to expoſe the unworthy: motives which 
both theſe men might be ſuppoſed to have for 
vilifying the Company, and his obſervations 
ſeemed to gain ſome credit; but all applica- 
tions urged on behalf of the Colony con- 
tinued to be ineffectual, the conſtant reply 
being, Citoyen cela peut bien étre, mais 
encore vous Etes: Anglois.” The caſe of the 
black ſettlers was then repreſented, who, 
though not Engliſhmen, were - ſharing the 
ſame fate with the Company's ſervants ; the 
houſes of the former being alſo. broken into 
and pillaged. Strong proteſtations were made 


© « Citizen, that may be true, but ſtill you are Engliſhmen.” 


TY 
by the French officer of his friendly inten- 
3 with reſpect to the blacks; 3 it was 
hinted as before, that there was no poſſibility 
of reſtraining the ſoldiery. A ſolemn aſſur- 
ance was however given, that the ſettlers 
houſes ſhould be ſaved from fire, A demand 
for ſeveral articles was urged by the Governor, 
an the ground of their being neceſſary to 
keep the people alive; ſuch as wearing appa- 
rel, proviſions, medicines, &c. all which he 
was induced to hope at the time that the 
officer would allow. A propoſal to ranſom 
the place was alſo made, but in vain. ny 
The ſcene which Freetown. now ads. 
bited was in every reſpect diſtreſſing. Of the 
crew of the French ſhip, ſome: were carrying 
away great loads of goods on their backs; 
others were gathering themſelves round a ceſk 
of wine, which they were drinking without 
any reſtraint. Leman, a black ſettler, who 
had been ſome time before impriſoned for 
ſelling a man as a ſlave, was ſeen dreſſed out 
in a laced ſuit of clothes, intended for one of 
the African Chiefs, and was exulting that he 
had now got his liberty. Mariner, the Ame- 
rican, had alſo adorned. himſelf with ſome 
ſpoils from the houſe of the Company's Sur- 
veyor, and was heard vowing deſtruction to 
the place, and every individual in it, if ſome 
runaway ſlaves of a perſon with whom he 
had lived, were not reſtored. He: alſo re- 
lated: how the ſettlers had formerly followed 
aim into his boat with ſtones: But now, ſaid 
LY a 13 | | he, 
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he, I ſhall glut myſelf with revenge. All the 
houſes were by this time filled with Frenchmen, 
who deſtroyed whatever they found in them 
which they could not convert to their own 
uſe, while ſeveral other parties were ſcouring 
the town in queſt of ſtock: of which the 
deſtruction on this and the following day was 
extremely great. In the Governor's yard 
alone, 14 dozen of fowls were killed; and the 
number of hogs deſtroyed, in all parts of the 
town, was not leſs than twelve hundred. The 
books of the Company's library were ſcat- 
tered about, and defaced; and if they bore 
any reſemblance to bibles, they were torn in 
pieces and trampled upon. In the houſe of 
Mr. Afzelius, the Botaniſt, the plants, ſeeds, 
dried birds and inſects, drawings books, and 
papers, were ſcattered in heaps on the floor; 
and a beautiful muſk cat was killed. In the 
Accountant's office all the deſks and drawers 
were demoliſhed in the ſearch for money; 
the copying and printing-preiles alſo. were 

deſtroyed. All the Company's teleſcopes, 
barometers, themometers, and an electrical 
machine, were broken to pieces. The 
wearing apparel of the Company's ſervants 
was taken out of their rooms. The Governor's 
own apartment was guarded by a centinel for 
a time; but this only ſerved to retard the 
pillage of it. 

On the next day a few clothes, bavks, and 
papers, which had been ſaved from the gene- 
ral wreck, were, by the aſſiſtance of the Com- 

modore, 
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modore, ſent into the country, but the greater 
part of them was again taken away by the 
different gangs of pillagers, who beſet every 
avenue into the town. All the Company's 
ſervants had ſome time before this period 
fled into the woods, or taken refuge in the 
neighbouring towns; except ten or twelve 
of them, who were collected in the Gover- 
nor's houſe, where alſo ſeveral French failors 
had quartered themſelves, who were tolerably 
civil, occaſionally offering to the gentlemen 
a ſhare of the pork and fowls which they 
were dreſſing. It became now however every 
hour more and more unpleaſant to remain in 
Freetown, as the ſoldiery were giving them- 
ſelves up to every ſpecies of excels. They 
were alſo ſhooting all the day long at the 
ſtock which was running about, ſo that it 
was highly dangerous for any one to walk 
out; the greater part of the gentlemen there- 
fore diſperſed themſelves in the courſe of this 
and the ſucceeding day, either in the native 
towns, or the farm houſes of the ſettlers; 
three of them taking refuge in the Daniſh or 
Deſerter's Town, upon the mountains, where 
they were very kindly treated. All the native 
children placed at Freetown for education, 
were received, together with their ſchool- 
miſtreſs, into a native town about two miles 
_ diſtant, the headman of which very reſolutely 
refuſed to permit a party of Frenchmen who 
| had ſtraggled thither to enter into it. 


The 


( ur ) 

The Governor being unwilling to abſent 
himſelf while there was a proſpect of effecting 
any thing in behalf of the people, applied for 
permiſſion to remain on board the Commo- 
dore's veſſel, and obtained it. He lay in the 
cabin, where however he was not able to 
obtain ſo much as a ſheet to throw over him. 
In his walk this day he met with a number 
of ſettlers, who appeared much affected: at 
a him. 

The French had nom made their way in 
various directions to the farms of the ſettlers, 
which they were plundering; one of them 
being ſeen in the act of taking away from a 
ſettler the bed on which he was uſed to lie, 
the Governor tried to diſſuade him from it, 
on which the Frenchman threatened to cut 
the Governor down; but four officers having 

come up, the man was led away, and at night 
he was put in irons. 

Zoth Sept. Mariner, the American, was 
again very groſs in his abuſe; he gloried 
in what had been done, and expreſſed it 
to be his heart's defire to wring his hands 
in the blood of Engliſhmen ; adding that if 
his influence ſhould prevail, not a hut ſhould 
be left in the place. The Commodore how- 
ever was this day prevailed on to allow about 
five tons of rice, from the Company's ſtore, 
to be divided among the ſettlers. | 

On the 1ſt October, a man was diſpatched 
to a neighbouring river, in order to collect 
rice for the Company. On the ſecond, ſeveral 
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of the chief buildings in Freetown, and 
one or two ſettlers houſes were burnt by the 
French, and one of the Company's ſmall 
veſſels alſo. The church was obſerved this 
day to have been pillaged, the books torn, 
and the pulpit and clock broken to pieces, 
The Commodore had mentioned to the Gover- 
nor that the church ſhould be ſaved. The 
Apothecary's ſhop, with every medicine in it, 
was alſo deſtroyed. Information was re- 
ceived that the ſlave factory of Bance Ifland 
had been taken, the life of one hay, only 
having been loſt. 
On the third of ben Mr. Afzelius, 
the botaniſt, made application to the Commo- 
dore for the recovery of his drawings, and, 
after bearing much rudeneſs, he was at laſt 
able to obtain part of them. A complaint 
to the Commodore was this day renewed re- 
ſpecting the conduct of the Americans, who 
were holding out frequent threats. The in- 
conſiſtency of Frenchmen leaguing with men 
whoſe trade it was to enflave their fellow-creg- 
tures, and whoſe diſlike to the Sierra Leone 
Company aroſe merely from the hatred of the 
latter againſt the ſame traffic, while France was 
profeſſing to make war againſt ſlavery, and 
even to liberate all ſlaves, was ſtrongly urged; 
upon which the Commodore addreſſed himſelf 
on the ſubject to Mariner, who endeavoured 
to evade the charge: the converſation ended 
in the Commodore's directing the ſlave captain 
to take no meaſures whatever, either againſt 
the place or againſt any individual. 

On 
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On the fourth, the Governor made a re- 
capitulation of the ſeveral promiſes which 
had been held out, and earneſtly preſſed the 
fulfilment of them. The Commodore evaded 
them all, ſaying in plain terms that he ſhould 
be in danger of loſing his life if he were to 
comply with them. Such a repreſentation of 
the diſtreſsful ſtate of the colony was made, 
that at laſt one barrel of flour, one caſk of 
pork, and one e- of brandy, were 
obtained, | 
October 6. On this any the confluyyation of 
all the buildings, exempted from the former 
tire, commenced. The church, a range of 
ſhops, and three of the ſettlers houſes near 
the water ſide, were deſtroyed, and alſo three 
{mall veſſels, together with all the boats be- 
longing to the Company which could be met 
with. The Company's ſchooner, the Thornton, 
was given to Mariner as a reward for his ſer- 
vices, and a quantity of rum, gunpowder, 
and other goods, were ien between him 
and Newell. 
The Governor, i in company with. one or two 
other ſervants of the C ompany, this day viſited 
ſeveral of the farm houſes ; they were much 
gratified both by the warm congratulations 
of the ſettlers on their health and ſafety, and 
alſo by obſerving that there was no appear- 
ance of want in theſe parts; the diſtant farms 
in general abounded with proviſions, and the 
rice, which, together with 50 or 60 puncheons 


of molaſſes the F rench had permitted to be 
taken 
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taken away, afforded to the free blacks a 
very ſufficient preſent ſubſiſtence. The 
French veſſels this day being on their return 
from Bance Iſland, paſſed by Granville town, 
and fired one ſhot into it; in conſequence of 
which all the ſettlers living there fled into 
the woods, but there was no attempt to land. 
Fth and 8th Oct. The Governor now fixed 
himſelf at Granville Town, from whence he 
occaſionally viſited Freetown, and renewed 
his applications to the Commodore for neceſ- 
faries, obtaining on one of theſe days a bag 
of biſcuit and about twenty pounds of ſugar. 
He attempted to procure the reſtitution of a 
ſchooner belonging to a native trader, which 
had come down to Sierra Leone, but in vain, 
ſome letters found on board, addreſſed to 
the Governor, being thought a ſufficient 
ground for her condemnation, He fucceeded 
however in a nearly fimilar application for 
the recovery of a ſmall veſſel, belonging. to 
the mulatto trader, ſpoken of in a former 
Report as a perſon eminently friendly to the 
Company. Some uneaſineſs was at this time 
excited in the minds of ſeveral Nova Scotians 
reſpecting the natives, of whom they ap- 
peared now to feel a greater dread than they 
had felt even of the French themſelves. A ſon 
of the late king of Sierra Leone, brother of 
the late J. H. Naimbanna, a young man 
poſſeſſing no weight in the country, took 
this opportunity of declaiming violently 
againſt the Company; remarking among other 
1 2 things 
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things that the Governor and Council had 
been guilty of killing his brother, and that 
this was: the time for demanding ſatisfaction. 
The detention of two veſlels of the Company 
by the natives, which had happened before 
« arrival of the French, created ſuſpicion, 
and a few other ſmaller circumſtances were 
much. ſpoken of and' exaggerated, The 
Governor. ſuceeeded in ſome meaſure in 
allaying the general fears, which appear in 
the main to have been totally unfounded. 
On the th of Oct. the Company's largeſt 
ſhip, the Harpy, arrived off Cape Sierra Leone, 
from England, having ſeveral paſſengers on 
board, and goods to the amount of about 
10,000l, The demolition of the Company's 
houſes having been diſcovered, ſhe put out 
again to ſea, and ſhe appeared for a time to 
gain on the veſſel which was ſent in chace of 
her, but the wind dying away, ſhe was over- 

taken, and immediately ftruck. No part of 
the cargo of this ſhip was landed in the 
Colony, nor would the Commodore ſuffer 
the diſpatches and papers brought by her 
to. be delivered, a few newſpapers excepted. 
The Engliſh paſſengers were completely plun- 
dered of their property; the Company's 
chaplain, who went out in her, was deprived 
of all his private papers; and three natives, 
who had been making a voyage to England, 
| loſt all the preſents which they were carrying 
back with them, not excepting a part of their 
clothes, which they were „ to — 
ft, | or 
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for others of an inferior ſort : a plant hatch, 
ſent out by the Harpy, containing many va- 
luable articles of tropical cultivation from his 
Majeſty's collection at Kew, which were 
thought likely to thrive in Africa, and par- 
ticularly the bread fruit tree, was deſtroyed, 
together with all its contents, though earneſt 
application for the delivery of it was made. 
An under-gardener of the king, as well as 
his aſſiſtant, to whom the charge of the plant 
hatch was committed, died ſoon afterwards 
of an illneſs contracted at this period. . 
It has been already noticed that ſeveral of 
the Company's ſervants retired on the firſt 
arrival of the French ſquadron, either into 
the woods or neighbouring towns. Mr. Pepys, 
the Company's Surveyor, who with his wife 
and child went out to Sierra Leone by the 
carlieſt ſhip, to whom alſo the Company ſtood | 
indebted for ſome extraordinary exertions in 
laying out the lots of land during the firſt 
unhealthy ſeaſon, was of the number of thoſe 
who fled. A rumour was circulated among 
the blacks, (ſuppoſed to be a very unfounded 
one) which reached his ears, that a price was 
ſet on his head: his wife and child, together 
with a female ſervant, joined him in the 
woods, where they obtained neceſſary food 
through the kindneſs of ſome Nova Scotians ; 
many of whom had families, which fled 
thither alſo. The Governor, in the courſe of 
a walk which he took on the fourth day after 
the arrival of the French, met with Mr, Pepys, 
- > a and 
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and urged him to take ſhelter in ſome of the 
towns. near the water-ſide (for he had ſlept 
hitherto in the open air), and this advice 
would have been followed if freſh rumours 
of ſome deſign againſt the perſon of Mr. 
Pepys had not been propagated by the Nova 
Scotians,, which appear to have been too 
readily believed. 'He had now multiplied 
precautions for his ſafety, and he continued, 
together with all his family, to paſs the night 
as before, notwithſtanding ſome heavy rains. 
On the 6th or 7th day after the arrival of the 
French, Mr. Watt, the Company's manager, 
found this unhappy party in the woods, op- 
preſſed with fever, and ſome of them nearly 
exhauſted. With great difficulty they were 
led to the water-ſide, from whenee a boat, 
which the natives were ſo good as to ſupply, 
tranſported them to the Bulam ſhore. Every 
attention of which the diſtreſſed and ſickly ftate 
of the colony would at this time admit, was 
there paid to them. Mrs. Pepys, as well as 
the child and her maid, recovered; Mr. Pepys 
died. 9 1 ek Note | 
On the 10th, the Governor returning home 
to Granville Town, after an unſucceſsful 
application to the Commodore for the de- 
livery of a few letters by the Harpy, found 
the corpſe of Mr. Pepys lying in the town. 
He learnt. that the headman of the Bulam 
ſhore had demanded the preſent of rum 
which is cuſtomary on the occaſion of a 


burial ; and as the Company were not in a 
"0 condition 
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condition to grant it, the body was ſent back 
to be intetred on the Sierra Leone ſide. 
On the 11th, the Governor heard that it 
was the intention of the Commodore (hO 
was now ſuppoſed to be on the eve of failing} 

to leave on ſhore at Freetows, all the Euro- 
pean ſailors who had been found on board 
the various ſhips which had been captured, 
amounting in all to near a hundred and 
twenty. As the Governor was without 
nicans of providing for them, he made a 
very ſtrong remonſtrance to the Commodore 
on the ſubject, urging him to grant fome 
proviſions and medicines and other articles, 
the want of which was likely to be very 
generally and ſeverely felt in — Colony. 
No anſwer was returned either on this or ths 
ſucceeding day. 7 

On the 12th, ſome ſhew of naue to 
the French was made by the ſettlers in the 
country. A party who had gone out in queſt 
of booty, were met by the Geverher, re- 
turning with great preeipitation, having been 
driven back by the Nova Seotians.— This 
being Sunday, publie ſervice was perfermed 
at Granville Town by the pans 8 Fay” 
lain, who had recently arrived. 

On the 13th of October ſeveral French 
officers brought to the Governor a ſmall ſtock 
of proviſions, amounting to about two or three 
weeks ſupply for the whites in the Colony. 
This __ WAS  faid to be made in e 


of the remonſtrance ſent in two days before 
and it conſiſted of twelve barrels of flour, 
' two batrels of biſcuit, two cheſts of rice, three 
barrels of oatmeal, two tierces and a barrel 
of beef, and a puncheon of brandy. The 
Governor repaired immediately to the Com- 
modore's ſhip; in order to thank him for the 
gift, as well as to urge his compliance with 
ſeveral other demands. The Commodore 
| no attention to his ſolicitation, and he 
ſet ſail on the ſame day to the ſouthward, 
with all his fleet, to which the Harpy was 
now added.* | WL, 
On the departure of the French ſquadron, 
about a week's allowance of flour and beef 
was diſtributed among the ſailors who had 
been left on ſhore, and almoſt all the beef was 
diſpoſed of at the firſt ſerving. 'Several tons 
of rice, which previous means had been taken 
to collect, were brought into the ſettlement; 
a few very eſſential articles were alſo unex- 
pectedly obtained from the neighbouring 
ſlave- factory at Bance Iſland, which had 
been able to remove ſome of its property; 
and a fmall ſupply of live ſtock was procured 
from other quarters. The Governor and 
Council finding that many Nova Scotians 


he Directors have ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Com- 
mander of this Squadron may not have received T regular 
commiſſion from the preſent French Convention; and that the 
equipment of it may have been made on the ſpeculation of 
private individuals (ſome of them Slave Traders) acting as 
owners of privateers, and not declaring the particular object 
of its deſtination, 

| B 2 had 
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had; by the permiſſion of the F 'rench, carried 
off conſiderable quantities of wood and other 
articles belonging to the Company, during 
the general pillage, demanded that a re- 
ſtitution of every thing ſhould now; be 
made, . proviſions excepted, an allowance, of 
twenty per cent. being at the ſame time pro- 
poſed by way of ſalvage. The Directors are 
ſorry to obſerve that only a ſmall proportion 
of the property in queſtion had been brought 
in, at the time when the laſt diſpatches left 
the Colony. 

A few weeks after the departure of the 
French ſquadron, intelligence arrived of their 
having captured two of the Company's ſmall 
trading veſſels, on their paſſage down the 
coaſt. The crews were immediately put on 
ſhore, as were a number of other Europeans, 

ho had navigated ſeveral Engliſh ſlave-ſhips 
which were alſo captured. After having been 
plundered by the natives of that part .(who 
-alſo reduced into freſh captivity ſix hundred 
Haves whom the | French had liberated), as 
many of the European captains and ſailors as 
were able to croud into a few. boats of which 
they got poſſeſſion, made their way towards 
Sierra Leone: they were hoſpitably enter- 
tained and aſſiſted, firſt by a factor connected 
with the mulatto trader * mentioned, 
though being at a conſiderable diſtance from 
him, then by an aged and reſpectable native, 
the chief perſon in the river Sherbro, Who has 
been alſo ſpoken of in the eme Report as 


very 
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very friendly. to the Company; after which 
they reached the place of res of the 
mulatto trader himſelf; here again they ex 
perienced the utmoſt civility and attention, 
and the ſchooner of the mulatto trader brought 
them all in good health to Sierra Leone. It 
may not be improper to remark that this 
pacific and friendly chief (the ſame perſon 
who was complained of by a ſlave- factor as 
being too caß,) prevented one of the 
Frenchſhips of war from purſuing and captu- 
ring a large loaded veſſel from England, be- 
longing to a neighbouring leur, which 
_ refuge in his river. 
The Directors think that, witiils chew arh 
ee the advantages derived from the 
mild and friendly diſpoſitions which the Com- 
pany has cultivated in reſpect to the chiefs 
of their own neighbourhood (advantages in 
vrhich the party of ſlave-captains of whom 
they have been ſpeaking, have ſo happily par- 
ticipated), it may be proper to notice ſome 
circumſtances in the conduct of other ſlave 
traders, tending to ſhew the unequal meaſure 
which is dealt out to the Sierra Leone Com- 
any, and the diſadvantages under which it 
is obliged both to carry on its peaceful ns 
and to ſupport its beneficial eſtabliſhment. - 
One of the two captured ſhips of the dne 
Leone Company, which were laſt mentioned, 
was much diſtreſſed, juſt before her capture, 
through ſome little deficiences in her equip- 


_ and in particular by the want of top- 
31] 5 B 3 ſails, 
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fails. Application was made to a ſlave-captain 
on'the coaſt, who could have conveniently 
ſupplied her wants, but he demanded the ſum 
of 100l. as the price of a ſmall anchor, and 
à no leſs exorbitant payment for every other 
neceſſary; expreſsly ſaying that he ſhould 
make this enormous charge on account of her 
being a veſſel ages, to 3 . ä 
Company. 

Another cement tending to mandy the 
hoſtility of the ſlave-traders, which reached 
the ears of the Company's ſervants through 
the report of priſoners, but which, if not 
reported by them, would have appeared more 
than le, is the following: It is ſaid 
that the Britiſh ſlave-· factor of the Iſles de Los, 

whoſe factory was deſtroyed by the French 
| on ſome-time previous to their arrival at 
Sierra Leone, might eaſily have given about 
two days notice of their pre to the Sierra 
Leone Government; but that he purp 
declined it, having been even heard to men- 
tion that he wiſhed the French to deſtroy the 
ſettlement, and that he hoped they would 
not leave a hut ſtanding in the place. The 
ſame ſlave- factor is ſtated to have been guilty 
of the following injuſtice and inhumanity. 
Eighteen Britiſh ſailors, forming part of the 
crew of a veſſel of his, in which he was 
failing, were left by him-unperceived on the 
wharf at Freetown, ſome weeks ſubſequent to 
the departure of the French ſquadron, all of 
them being ſick and in the moſt miſerable 

N condition. 
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condition. The Governor was not made 
acquainted with the circumſtance; until the 
morning after, when he learnt that one of 
theſe unhappy men had died during the night; 
the others were ſo weak that they could with 
ditheulty aſcend the hill in order to get to a 
place of ſhelte. 
But to reſume che narrative Pp the events 
which followed the departure of the French 
from Sierra Leone: “It appears that in about 
three weeks afterwards, an almoſt univerſal 
hckneſs prevailed among the whites; being 
evidently the conſequence, in a great meaſure, 
of the exertions made by ſome, and the 
miſeries endured by others, at that eriſis. The 
difficulty of getting medical attendance, (the 
phyſician and both the ſurgeons. being ill, 
one of the latter of whom died) together 
with the want of proper food and accom- 
modations, materially aggravated the diſorder, 
which, as in the inſtance of the firſt ſickly 
ſeaſon, was fatal chiefly, and almoſt exclu- 
ſively, to the lower Europeans. The deſ- 
truction of the medicines of the Colony was 
now moſt ſeverely felt, as will eaſily be con- 
ceived, . when it is obſerved that he Gover- 
- himſelf, after no very ſlight fit of fever, 
pears to have refrained from taking bark, 
| leſt he ſhould conſume an undue proportion 
of the ſmall quantity of this article which 
was left in the Colony. The DireQors are 
much concerned to mention, that out of the 
120 ane firſt mentioned to have been put on 
* ſhore 
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ſhore at Sierra Leone by the French, no leſs 
chan 80 are already reported to have died. It 


is ſtated by the Governor that they were never, 


in any ſtage of the public diſtreſs, in want of 
at leaſt a regular meal of rice; and the Di- 
rectors are perſuaded that no meafures which 


either prudence or humanity. could dictate 
under the exiſting circumſtances of the Co- 
lony, have been neglected, either in reſpect 
to theſe or any other refugees: from the ſlave 
ſhips, who have been, caſt from time to time 
on the err of the Sierra Leone m | 
ment. 

The Directors have the GatisfaRtion of being 
able to cloſe the diſtreſsful hiſtory of the pe- 
riod which they have deſcribed, by ob- 
ſerving that before the date of the laſt diſ- 
patches, the general ſickneſs is ſaid to have 
in ſome meaſure abated; that the moſt healthy 
. of the year was approaching; and that 
a very ſeaſonable ſupply of articles, much 
wanted in the Colony, though in ſome re- 


ſpects probably an inadequate one, had juſt 
been purchaſed from the captain of a chartered 
veſſel ſent: out by the Directors. 0 


The whole pecuniary loſs ſuſtained = the 
Company on this occaſion, may be computed 
at about 40;000l. excluſive of the buildings 
deſtroyed, of which the coſt has been about 
15000l;. their value however having been 
much leſs, the ſum likely to be ſpent in re- 


placing ſuch part of them as will now. be 
| thought neceſlary, will be probably not more 


than 
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than 2 or 3oool.. * goool. or goool. 
have been laid out in permanent improve- 
ments, ſuch as the conſtruction of works of 
defence, making roads, a landing place, a 
wharf, and the allotment and cultivation: of 
lands. The whole property of the Company 
now remaining, excluſive of the 80001. or 
goool. dead ſtock laſt mentioned, is compu- 
ted by the OY on a er COIN 
at about 85,0001.” 

The Governor os Council ute, £ in as: 
ment of the calamity of which they give the 
account, that ſome good effects may be con- 
ſidered as reſulting from it: they obſerve that 
the late events have opened the eyes of the 
Nova Scotians to their own folly, in having 
contended for the ground neareſt to the water 
ſide, and in having ſo much neglected the 
cultivation of the more diſtant and mountain- 
ous parts; they even remark that the im- 
provement about to take place in the moun- 
tains during the enſuing dry ſeaſon, ſeems 
likely to be as great and important as the 
detriment which has been recently done to 
the town. A very favourable opportunity is 
ſaid to be thus afforded of diſmiſſing from 
the Company's ſervice a number of Nova 
Scotians, whom the Governor and Council 
had been long endeavouring in vain to fix 
on their farms. The experience which has 
now been had of the internal reſources of 
the Colony, is alſo mentioned as a circum- 
ſtance extremely conſolatory and „ 

the 
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the ſettlement has been left, for the ſpace of 
many weeks, deſtitute of almoſt every article 
from Europe. a great proportion of the live 


Rock: which! had begun to abound in it has 


been alſo killed, and the Company's boats 
and ſhipping deſtroyed; and yet no want of 
neceſſary food has been felt, nor has the 
calamity been followed by any other evils 
than * which — 2 been deſcribed. 
The plan of building on which the Gover- 
nor and Council mention that they ſhall. 
proceed, is merely that of erecting one con- 
fiderable ſtore, a large dwelling-houſe and a 
ehureh, all of country materials; the laſt of 
which was already ſo far advanced that 


public ſerviee was to be performed in it an 


the Sunday after the date of the diſpatehes: 
ſome meaſures were alſo taken for the erec- 
tion of a building on the Bulam ſide of tho 
_— for the ſake; of additional nn 


On the 5 ! the hoden of ;ntillicente 
which has juſt been: ſtated to the Court, 
the-DireQors-loſt no time in diſpatching two 


ſmall veſlels to the ſettlement ; each carrying 


an aſſortment of neceſfaries for its confump- 


tion. They were alſo able to embark a few 
material articles on board the Amy (the only 


large ſhip now remaining to the Company), 
which happened to be detained at Plymouth, 
and which had already in her a ſmall quan- 


tity of goods for trade: a few perſons en- 


paged) in che Company's ſervice (the —_ 
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of whom on reeeipt of the above intelligence 
was reduced) are gone out as paſſengers by 
this veſſel; and among thoſe who have ſet 
ſail is Mr. Dawes, who had returned to Eng- 
land, having been two years Governor of the 
Colony. He had been induced by the ſtate 
of his health, and the circumſtances of his 
family, to think of retiring from the Com- 
pany's ſervice; but when ſome information 
alluded to in a former Report, of a tumult 
having happened in the Colony, arrived in 
England, his zeal in the cauſe of the Sierra 
Leone Company led him again to offer his 
ſervices. The more recent and ſerious cala- 
mity which has ſince happened, and the in- 
diſpoſition: of the acting Governor, Mr. 
Macaulay, ſeemed to render Mr. Dawes's 
preſence ſo deſirable, that the Directors 
— they ſhould not do juſtice to the 
undertaking, if they were not to avail them- 
ſelves of the offer made by this gentleman 

at 3 a criſis 
The Directors propoſe to reduce Wise 
narrow limits, the whole amount of the 
riſk whieh the Company is in the time to 
come likely to incur in Africa; and they alſo 
hope to ſee a conſiderable reduction effected 
in the general expenſes of their eſtabliſhment. 
The ſaving to be expected from the removal 
of many ſettlers to their farms has been al- 
ready ſtated; the contraction of the Com- 
pany's trade will of courſe be accompanied 


9 a correſponding abatement of the com- 
mercial 
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mercial * charges. The 'diminution which 
has taken place in the ſhipping' of the Com- 
will alſo” materially” leſſen one chief 
ſource of expenſe. In conſequence of the 
recent loſſes, only one ſmall veſſel has been 
purchaſed, the intended plan of trade not 


| appeating to require any further additions, 


and the Colony: being no longer under the 
neceſſity of having thoſe frequent ſupplies 
carried to it, which were at Hirſt rr wrt to 


its exiſtence.” 97 5 


The Directors think it pfoper 11 4 "Re 
0 repeat an opinion which was ſtrongly 
ſtated in their former Report, that however 


% proſperous the ſituation of the Nova Scotia 


coloniſts may become, the great ends of the 
inſtitution of the Sierra Leone Company are 


not likely to be accompliſhed, © unleſs” the 


ſettlers ſhall” continue to be furniſhed with 


inſtructors from hence, and with a govern- 


ment conſiſting of Europeans. The unto- 


ward diſpoſition which too many of them 


have ſhewn, though it may be thought to 


make them leſs worthy of affiſtance, proves 


however, but too plainly, the importance of 
beſtowing on them an intelligent and pro- 
tecting government, a and the means of in- 
ſtruction alſo; and it ſhould be remembered 
chat not leſs than 300 of their children, be- 
ſides thoſe of the natives, are at this time 
under the care of the Company. When the 


influence which the Sierra Leone Govern- 
ment has obtained over many powerful and 


| i 
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reſpectable chiefs, of whoſe attachment ſe- 
veral freſh proofs have been given on the 
late trying occaſion, and when the important 
uſes to which that influence may ſoon perhaps 
be turned. are contemplated ; and when the 
Com any s progreſs in reſpect to the interior 
of rica, and all the other opening proſpects 
of Civilization which have been ſtated in the 
former Report, are brought to recollection, 
the Directors are perſuaded that the Pro- 
Prietors will feel the ſame general impreſ- 
ſion which they have manifeſted before, and 
that the great body of them both in the metro- 
polis and in the different parts of the coun- 
try, will receive ſatisfaction in hearing that no 
events which have yet happened at Sierra 
Leone, have in any degree ſhaken the re- 
ſolution of the Directors to proſecute the 
great cauſe which has been committed into 
their hands, with the ſame zeal with which 
they firſt entered upon it. 
The Slave Trade, which notwithſtanding 
the war had in ſome meaſure revived, is ſaid 
to have received a conſiderable blow from 
the French Squadron ; the whole of the pro- 
perty already known to be captured and de- 
ſtroyed by it being ſuppoſed to amount to 
about 400, oool. of which much the greater 
part was engaged in that pernicious traffic: 
ſome commercial advantages, as well as op- 
portunities of increaſing the Company's in- 
Huence, may 9 be the conſequence of 
this 
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this deſtruction of European property on the 


neighbouring coaſt. 
The Directors cannot forbear repeatiug 


in this Report, that they truſt both for the 


honor of Great Britain and the cauſe of 
humanity, as well as the intereſts of the 
Sierra Leone 5 that the æra of the 
termination of the Trade in Slaves is ap- 

proaching; and they reflect with ſatisfac- 
tion that the maintenance of an eſtabliſhment 
already formed in the moft convenient ſpot | 
in Africa, with the direct view of promoting 

Real Commerce, and aiding the natural pro- 
greſs of Civilization, may prove hereafter ma- 
terial, not only as it reſpects the Proprietors 
of che Sierra Leone Company, but as A 


matter of national policy. 


The Directors have thus ſtated the vow 
on which they are encouraged to perſevere; 
they ſhall endeavour to contract bot the 
riſk of the Company and its expenſes, on the 
principles which have been ſpoken of, at 
the ſame time purſuing their main object, in 
ſuch a manner as neither to relinquiſh the 
commercial advantages of which they have 
got poſſeſſion, nor ſo as to ſuſpend in any 
degree the meaſures which are neceffary to 
promote the regular and uninterrupted pro- 
grels of civilization. 
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The Report, of which the above is the 


ſubſtance, having been read, the General 
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Court unanimouſly reſolved: . 


“ That the Thanks of this Court be given 
to the Court of Directors for the aſſiduity 
with which they have continued to manage 
the affairs of the Company; and that this 
Court do concur with the opinion of the 
Court of Directors, that the laudable pur- 
poſes of this Inſtitution ſhould be purſued.” 


It was then reſolved, 


*© That the ſubſtance of the Report juſt 
read to the Court, with ſuch alterations as 
the Court of Directors may think proper 
to make therein, be printed for the uſe of 
the Proprietors.” | 
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